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SUMMER  CAMP
Cullowhee,  North  Carolina
Summer of  1973
1973 SUMMER CAMP
by TOM  BURKE
On the tenth  of June  1973,  thirty-nine  Iowa  State
Foresters descended on the town of Cullowhee, North
Carolina, home of Western Carolina University.  The
day began with what will probably be one of the most
memorable and unique experiences in our, hopefully,
long forestry careers. Everyone had arrived on time
(a record which was  never  again  equaled in  camp)
even  the  two  men  who  rode  motorcycles  over  the
nearly  1000  miles.
Feelings were mixed as we inspected our place of
residence for the first four weeks of summer camp.
Some  felt  it  would  be  too  much  like  another  four
weeks  at  ISU,  while  others  felt  that  it  provided  an
easy opportunity to see what southern hospitality was
really  like.
This was the third  time  that  summer  camp  had
been  held  in  this  area  of  North  Carolina,  and  the
reasons    became    clearer    as    the    four    weeks
progressed. The number of different types  of trees,
undergrowth,   and  flowers   which  were  around  to
identify was fantastic-at least that's what Mr. Wray
told us. Near vertical slopes provided what has to be
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the  roughest  land  ever  surveyed  to  be  used  for  a
campground and picnic area.  Oh if you  simple  civil
engineers  only  knew.
Much  of  the four  weeks  at  Cullowhee  was  spent
taking trips to forest industries, experiment stations,
ranger districts,  and other places of interest.  In Dr.
Bensend's wood utilization class we visited sawmills,
furniture  plants,  pulp  and  paper  mills,  and  even  a
rayon plait. we also got our share of his high speed
lectures  and anecdotes  about past camps.
Mr.   Paul  Wray  was   our  instructor  for   forest
biology, also known as Latin 201. From Mr. Wray we
learned many of the south's forest types, how to dig
soil pits, how the affects of rainfall on the forest are
measured,   and   many   other   important   biological
aspects of forestry.  Paul and Dr.  Bensend were  the
only faculty members who were unfortunate enough
to have to put up with us during the entire six weeks at
Camp.
Our  multiple-use  operations  instructor  was  Dr.
Beardsley.  For  his  class  we  made  trips  to  several
interesting   places   including   a   Tennessee   Valley
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Authority  (TVA) project, the world famous Coweeta
Hydrologic Laboratory, several ranger districts, and
the birthplace of American Forestry,  "The Cradle of
Forestry."  Dr.  Beardsley's  class  required  written
reports on each of the trips and a persuasive paper on
the question of wilderness areas. By the end of camp
many of us found that we needed to touch up a little on
our  proficiency  at  writing.
In forestmensuration, taught by Dr. Promnitz, we
learned how to use  the various forest measurement
tools  including  staff compass,  surveyor's  chain and
trailer, abney level, increment borer, Forest Service
hypsometer, and calculator. No surveying crew could
figure   out   how   their   data,   collected   with   such
precision, could be put to shame by a few equatjonls
and a  little gray box.
The day finally came when we had to say good-bye
to Cullowhee and move southeast to the piedmont. We
were  now  located in  the  town  of Rougemont,  North
Carolina,    at    North    Carolina    State    University's
forestry camp. Most agreed this site seemed to have a
better atmosphere in which to study forestry.  It also
had more  ticks,  chiggers,  and copperheads.  Almost
everyone  took  chigger  bite  scars  home  with  them,
and a few of the "lucky"  ones even had copperhead
skins  for  souvenirs.
Most of the time at Rougemont was spent doing a
boundary  traverse,  collecting  and  analyzing  data,
and writing a management plan for a forty-two acre
stand of mixed hardwood and softwood.  This project
was  for  both  forest  mensuration  and  forest  biology
and proved to be quite  an  experience.  We  ended up
counting everything from the density of ticks  to  the
number of scales  on  a  copperhead.
When the last day of camp arrived, and the final
tests  were  completed,  most  everyone  was  looking
forward to being back home. While stuffing six weeks
worth of dirty clothes into ourbags, we tried to figure
out just what we colt(d tell about the wi-1d adventures
we had had. Some, who had to get home for important
transactions, even made the trip home in record time.
Finally,  those  of  us  who  attended  camp  wish  to
thank Dr. Bensend, his staff, and everyone else  (that
includes  you  girls)  who  made  summer  camp  1973
such an  enlightening  and rewarding  experience.
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Should've used wooden bumpers, right Dr. Bensend!
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